APPOINTMENTS

made a formal submission to the King, but the Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom formally 'advised' General Hertzog's submission.1

In the following year Mr Scullin, Prime Minister of Australia,
announced his intention of advising the King to appoint Sir Isaac Isaacs
Governor-General of Australia. The King informed the Secretary of
State that such an appointment could not be approved and that, since
the 1926 resolutions precluded the Government of the United Kingdom
from advising the Crown in a matter concerning the Dominion, it was
for the Sovereign to act on his own initiative.2 The Law Officers advised,
somewhat perversely, that there was nobody who could constitutionally
tender advice. Mr Scullin was, however, prevailed upon to leave the
matter open until the Imperial Conference of 1930. The Conference
passed a lengthy resolution,3 the substance of which was that His
Majesty's ministers in the Dominion concerned were to tender the
formal advice after informal consultation with His Majesty. The King
then saw Mr Scullin, who persisted in his recommendation of Sir Isaac
Isaacs, whereupon the King concurred with great reluctance.4

The grant of uniforms to foreign monarchs is not, perhaps, of major
importance. But occasionally difficulties have arisen. Thus, the Queen
made William II of Germany an honorary Colonel-in-Chief in 1893
without ministerial consent. 5 In 1908 Edward VII made the Tsar of
Russia an honorary Admiral of the Fleet without ministerial advice.
Mr Asquith felt bound to point out that ' it would have been more in
accordance with constitutional practice and with the accepted condi-
tions of ministerial responsibility, if before his Majesty's departure,
some intimation had been given to me and my colleagues that it was in
contemplation.... The Cabinet...is clearly entitled to a voice in such
a matter.'6 The King apologised; but Lord Esher suggested that it was
'trying the Constitution too high' to allow the King to depart without
a minister of the highest rank in attendance."7

1  Nicolson, King George F", p. 478.

2  The position of the Governors-General was dealt with in Cmd. 2768, p. 16, but the
reference to advice was on p. 17 and was a general proposition relating to the operation
of Dominion legislation.

3  Cmd. 3717, pp. 26-7.               4 Nicolson, King George V, pp. 478-82.

5  Life of Sir Henry CampleU-Bannerman, I, p. 128.

6  Life of Lord Oxford and Asquith, I, pp. 249-50.         7 Esher Papers, II, p. 322.